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to a village below, and were carried over in a boat to the place from which I am writing, And what is that ? Ten years ago it was a large convent of Benedictine nuns ; now it is a large and comfortable hotel, still retaining the form of the Convent, the Cloisters, cell-like rooms, etc. It stands on an island in the middle of the river; you will understand the size of the isle, when I tell you it is rather larger, according to Alfred, than that of the Lady of Shalott, and the stream is rather more rapid than our old acquaintance that ran down to Camelot The prospect from the window and gardens is most beautiful, the mountains, as they are called, Drachenfels being one, on one bank of the river, and Rolandseck towering up on the other, with the hills about Bingen glooming in the distance.
After their return Arthur Hallam writes to Alfred:
1832. MY DEAR ALFRED,
Thanks for your batch of MSS. The lines to J. S. are perfect James [Spedding], I am sure, will be most grateful. The " Old Year " is excellent. The " Little Room " is mighty pleasant1.
Remember the maxim of the Persian sage: " el Sejafets, aTreftov." Your epigram to North is good, but I have scruples whether you should publish it. Perhaps he may like the lines and you the better for them; but " tiepfjLrjpife." I think the " Lover's Tale" will be liked, as far as I can remember its old shape. Moxon is in ecstasies with the " May Queen " ; he says the volume must make a great sensation. He and your friends are anxious that it should be out before the storm of politics is abroad. The French Fleet has got the start of you, and I fear Antwerp may be taken before your last revise is ready; but still you may be beforehand with the elections, which is more
1 (Note by my father.}
As soon as this poem was published, I altered the second line to " All books and pictures ranged aright"; yet " Dear room, the apple of my sight" (which was much abused) is not so bad as
"Do go, dear rain, do go away."
A. T.